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What Is Claimed is : 

, £ f^D 1. A method for Allowing a user to use user 

equipment to place an electronic wager on a race with 
an interactive wagering application that handles wagers 
for multiple totes, comprising: 

using the interactive wagering 
application to provide th£ user with an opportunity to 
create a wager; and 

using the / interactive wagering 
application to select a piven one of the multiple totes 
o use for placing the v^ager , 




2. \The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
using the interactive wagering application to select 
the given one ofVthe totes comprises automatically 
applying tote selection criteria using the interactive 
wagering application 



3. The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
using the interactive wagering application to select 
the given one of the toVes comprises using the 
interactive wagering application to provide the user 
with an opportunity to manually apply tote selection 
criteria . 



4. The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
the race is a horse race and the wager is a wager on a 
horse race. 

5. TheXmethod defined in claim 1 further 
comprising displaying a menu region for the user that 
includes a setup optioH/ wherein the user may access 
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tote selection featuresXof the interactive wagering 
application by selecting\the setup option. 



5^t> fr'Zyt 6 - The niethod i 
comprising using the interja 
to display an option for 
to select the type of tot 
desires to use to manuall 
wager . 



efined in claim 1 further 
ctive wagering application 
the user that allows the user 
selection method the user 
select the tote for the 



The method 




to display a setup option 
user to select tote to be 
age ring application . 



defined in claim 1 further 



comprising using the interactive wagering application 



for the user that allows the 
used by the interactive 



8. Tne method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising using \he interactive wagering application 
to display a screerK for the user that allows the user 
to select a desired \ote by name- 



9. The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising displaying a\screen for the user with the 
interactive wagering application that allows the user 
to view a list of available totes for wagering and odds 
information associated with\each of those totes. 



10. The method defiVied in claim 1 further 
comprising displaying a screen \for the user with the 
interactive wagering applications, that allows the user 
to view a list of available totes\for wagering and 



\ 
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average odds information associated with each of those 
totes . 

11. The Aethod defined in claim 1 further 
comprising displaying a screen for the user with the 
interactive wagering application that allows the user 
to view a list of available totes for wagering on the 
wager created by the useA and average odds information 
associated with each of th®se totes. 



12. The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising displaying a screen for the user that allows 
the user to select a racetrack for the wager using a 
ighlight region. 




13, 

comprising : 



Thev method defined in claim 1 further 
allowing the user to create a plurality 



of wagers; and 

displacing a screen with the interactive 
wagering application that contains information on each 
of the multiple totes and that contains weighted odds 
information for each of ^he totes, wherein the weighted 
odds information is based\on each of the plurality of 
wagers . 



14. The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising : 

allowing the us&r to use the interactive 
wagering application to select \he given one of the 
multiple totes; and 
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displaying a screen for the user that 
contains a list of wagers and information on the 
current odds a^ilable at the given tote for each of 
the wagers . 

15. Th^, method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising: 

allowing the user to use the interactive 
wagering applicationyto select the given one of the 
multiple totes; 

displaying a screen for the user that 
contains a list of wagers and information on the 
current odds available aY the given tote for each of 
the wagers; and 

displaying \an option on the screen that 
allows the user to submit \he wager the user has 
created for processing, 



16. The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising : 

allowing the us^r to use the interactive 
wagering application to select \he given one of the 
multiple totes; 

displaying a screeVi for the user that 
contains a list of wagers and information on the 
current odds available at the givei\ tote for each of 
the wagers; and 

displaying an option bn the screen that 
allows the user to submit the wager t\ the given tote 
for processing. 
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17^ The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising: \ 

\ allowing the user to use the interactive 
wagering application to select the given one of the 
multiple totesA 

displaying a screen for the user that 
contains a list pf wagers and information on the 
current odds available at the given tote for each of 
the wagers; and \ 

displaying an option on the screen that 
allows the user to\ select another tote for the wager. 

18. The Method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising displaying a screen for the user that 
contains a grid arrangement of information on each of 
the multiple totes. \ 

19. The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising displaying a screen for the user that 
contains information on\the name of each of the 
multiple totes and information relating to the tax 
status of each tote. \ 

20. The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising displaying a screen for the user that 
contains information on the \name of each of the 
multiple totes and information relating to a pool value 
associated with each tote. \ 

21. The method definW in claim 1 further 
comprising displaying a screen nor the user that 
contains information on the nameXof each of the 
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multiple tqtes and odds-related information for the 
wager that is associated with each tote. 

22\. The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising displaying a screen for the user that 
contains information on the name of each of the 
multiple totes\ odds-related information for the wager 
that is associated with each tote, and information on a 
pool value for nhe wager that is associated with each 
tote. \ 

23. Ttie method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising displaying a screen for the user that 
contains information on the name of each of the 
multiple totes, odds-related information for the wager 
that is associated with each tote, information on a 
pool value for the vrager that is associated with each 
tote, and tax information related to the wager. 

24. The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
using the interactive wagering application to select 
the given one of the multiple totes for use in placing 
the wager further comprises using the interactive 
wagering application to automatically apply tote 
selection criteria that aAe based on the tax status of 
each of the multiple totes\ 

25. The method derined in claim 1 wherein 
using the interactive wagering application to select 
the given one of the multiple Votes for use in placing 
the wager further comprises usrng the interactive 
wagering application to automatically apply tote 
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selection criteria that are based on which of the 
multiple totes provide favorable odds. 

26. "The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
using the interactive wagering application to select 
the given one of \the multiple totes for use in placing 
the wager further \comprises using the interactive 
wagering application to automatically apply tote 
selection criteria that are based on tax consequences 
associated with usinfcf each of the multiple totes. 

27. The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
using the interactive wagering application to select 
the given one of the multiple totes for use in placing 
the wager further comprises using the interactive 
wagering application to automatically apply tote 
selection criteria that are\based on pool values 
associated with using each or\the multiple totes 

f^^P 28. The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
using the interactive wagering application to select 
the given one of the multiple totes for use in placing 
the wager further comprises using the interactive 
wagering application to automatically apply tote 
selection criteria that are based on bulk benefits 
associated with using eaah of the multiple totes. 



29. Th^^method defined in claim 1 wherein 
using the interactive wagering application to select 
the given one of the multiple totes for use in placing 
the wager further comprises using the interactive 
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wagering application to automatically apply tote 
selection criteria that are based on user preferences. 

30. \ The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
using the interactive wagering application to select 
the given one af the multiple totes for use in placing 
the wager further comprises using the interactive 
wagering application to automatically apply tote 
selection criteria that are based on which wager types 
are available at each of the multiple totes. 

31. The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising using the\ interactive wagering application 
to display account information for the user for each of 
the multiple totes. 

32. The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising using the interactive wagering application 
to display account balance\ information for the user for 
each of the multiple totes 

33. The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising using the interactive wagering application 
to display cross-tote pool information for the user. 

/ ^l-o^) 34. The method/defined in claim 1 further 
comprising using the interactive wagering application 
to combine pools from each of the multiple totes to 
create a combined crossttote pool. 

35. The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising : 
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using the interactive wagering 
application to combine /pools from each of the multiple 
totes to create a combined cross-tote pool; and 

allowing the user to use the interactive 
wagering application to create a wager using the cross- 
tote pool. V 

36. The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
the user equipment includes a cellular telephone, the 
method further comprising using the cellular telephone 
to provide the user with the opportunity to create the 
wager . 

37. The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
the user equipment includes a handheld computer, the 
method further comprising using the handheld computer 
to provide the user with the opportunity to create the 
wager . 

38. The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
the user equipment includes a personal computer, the 
method further comprising using the personal computer 
to provide the user with the opportunity to create the 
wager . 

39. The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
the user equipment includes user television equipment, 
the method further comprising using the user television 
equipment to provide the user with the opportunity to 
create the wager. 
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40. The method defined in claim 1 wherein 
the user equipment comprises a set-top box, the method 
further comprising using the set-top box to provide the 
user with the opportunity to create the wager. 



41. The method defined in claim 1 further 
comprising sending the wager to a transaction 
processing and subscription management system over a 
communications path connected to the user equipment. 



£u b fo^f 42 ' ^ interactive wagering system 
comprising user equipment that a user may use to place 
an electronic wager on a race with an interactive 

at handles wagers for multiple 

equipment is configured to: 
the user with an opportunity to 



wagering application tY 
totes, wherein the user 

provide 



create a wager using ttye interactive wagering 
application; and 




allow tl: 

application to select a 
use for placing the wag 



e interactive wagering 

given one of multiple totes to 
ler . 



43. The\system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the interactive wagesring application selects the given 
one of the totes by automatically applying tote 
selection criteria . 



44. The system Nlefined in claim 42 wherein 
the interactive wagering application is used to select 
the given one of the totes b\ providing the user with 
an opportunity to manually app^y tote selection 
criteria . 



45. Thfe system defined "in claim 42 wherein 
the race is a horsey race and the wager is a wager on a 
horse race. 



46. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the interactive wagering application displays a menu 
region for the user than includes a setup option and 
wherein the user may access tote selection features of 
the interactive wagering application by selecting the 
setup option. 
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t^hP^^y 47. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to allow the 



interactive wagering appli 



for the user that allows the user to select the type of 



tote selection method the 



manually select the tote for the wager. 
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cation to display an option 



user desires to use to 



The system defined in claim 42 wherein 



the user equipment is configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to display a setup 
option for- the user that allows the user to select tote 
to be used by the interactive wagering application. 

49. Tire system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment\ is configured to allow the 
interactive wagering^ application to display a screen 
for the user that allpws the user to select a desired 
tote by name. 



50 . The system\def ined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is confrgured to allow the 
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interactive wagering application to display a screen 
for the user that allows the user to view a list of 
available totes for wagering and odds information 
associated witA each of those totes. 

51. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to allow the 
interactive wageriiW application to display a screen 
for the user that allows the user to view a list of 
available totes for Wagering and average odds 
information associated with each of those totes. 

52. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to display a screen 
for the user that allows the user to view a list of 
available totes for wagerinV on the wager created by 
the user and average odds information associated with 
each of those totes. \ 



53. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to display a screen 
for the user that allows the user to select a racetrack 
for the wager using a highlight region. 

54. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
/ the user equipment is\conf igured to allow the 

interactive wagering application to: 

be used b\ the user to create a 
plurality of wagers; and \ 



\^ display a screen that contains 
information on each of the multiple totes and that 
contains weighted odds information for each of the 
totes, wherein Vthe weighted odds information is based 
on each of the plurality of wagers. 

55. Tne system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to: 

be Vised by the user to select the given 
one of the multiple totes; and 

dispVLay a screen for the user that 

contains a list of wagers and information on the 

current odds available at the given tote for each of 
the wagers. \ 

56. The sysYem defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is qpnf igured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to : 

be used by the user to select the given 
one of the multiple totesy 

display a screen for the user that 
contains a list of wagers and information on the 
current odds available at toe given tote for each of 
the wagers ; and \ 

display an option on the screen that 
allows the user to submit the w^ager for processing. 

57. The system def inecL in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is configured uto allow the 
interactive wagering application to\ 
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\ be used by the user to select the given 

one of tha multiple totes; 

\ display a screen for the user that 
contains a Vist of wagers and information on the 
current odds\ available at the given tote for each of 
the wagers; and 

\display an option on the screen that 
allows the user\ to submit the wager to the given tote 
for processing. \ 

58. Thfe system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment! is configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to: 

be used by the user to select the given 
one of the multiple Ytotes; and 

display a screen for the user that 
contains a list of wagers and information on the 
current odds available at the given tote for each of 
the wagers; and \ 

display an option on the screen that 
allows the user to seleat another tote for the wager. 

59. The systenA defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to display a screen 
for the user that contains \a grid arrangement of 
information on each of the multiple totes. 

60. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to display a screen 
for the user that contains information on the name of 
each of the multiple totes and information relating to 
the tax status of each tote. \ 



61. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 

\ 

the user equipment is configured to display a screen 
for the user tihat contains information on the name of 
each of the multiple totes and information relating to 
a pool value a^pociated with each tote, 

62. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to display a screen 
for the user that! contains information on the name of 
each of the multifile totes and odds-related information 
for the wager that\is associated with each tote. 

63. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to display a screen 
for the user that coAtains information on the name of 
each of the multiple notes, odds-related information 
for the wager that is associated with each tote, and 
information on a pool value for the wager that is 
associated with each tote. 

64. The systeirAdef ined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to display a screen 
for the user that contains Vnformation on the name of 
each of the multiple totes, odds-related information 
for the wager that is associated with each tote, 
information on a pool value for the wager that is 
associated with each tote, and\ tax information related 
to the wager . \ 

65. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is further configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to automatically apply 
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tote selection criteria that are based on the tax 
status of eacfy of the multiple totes 

66. \The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is further configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to automatically apply 
tote selection criteria that are based on which of the 
multiple totes prlpvide favorable odds 

67. The\ system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment \is further configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to automatically apply 
tote selection criteVia that are based on tax 
consequences associated with using each of the multiple 
totes . 



68. The systfem defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is further configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to automatically apply 
tote selection criteria that are based on pool values 
associated with using each W the multiple totes. 
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69. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the us'er equipment is further configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to automatically apply 
tote selection criteria thatt are based on bulk benefits 
associated with using each o\f the multiple totes. 



70. The sVstem defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is\further configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to automatically apply 
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tote selecti< 
preferences . 



»n criteria that are based on user 



71. fhe system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is further configured to allow the 
interactive wageAing application to automatically apply 
tote selection criteria that are based on which wager 
types are available^ at each of the multiple totes, 

72. The sVstem defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is\further configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to display account 
information for the useif for each of the multiple 
totes . 

73. The system \defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is further configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to display account 
balance information for the li^er for each of the 
multiple totes 



74. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is further configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to display cross-tote 
pool information for the user. 

5^<i Pry ^5. The system /defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is further configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to combine pools from 
each of the multiple totes to create a combined cross- 
tote pool. \ 
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76. The system^ defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is fyrther configured to allow the 
interactive wagering application to: 

combine pools from each of the multiple 
totes to create a combined cross-tote pool; and 

be used to create a wager using the 
cross-tote pool . y 

77. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment includes a cellular telephone that 
is used to create the wager . 

78. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment includes a handheld computer that 
used to create the wager. 

79. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment includes a personal computer that 
used to create the wager. 

80. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment includes user television equipment 
that is used to create the wager. 

81. The system defined in claim 42 further 
comprising a set-top box that is used to create the 
wager . 

82. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the user equipment is further configured to send the 
wager to a transaction processing and subscription 



management system over a communications path connect 
to the user equipment. 
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